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3Introduction to UNITAR

What is UNITAR?

United Nations Institute for Training and Research (ȹɝɋɇɓɡɏ Ɏ ɓɆəɝɓɔ-

ɎɗɗɑɋɊɔɈɆɘɋɑɢɗɐɎɏ ɎɓɗɘɎɘəɘ ȴɖɉɆɓɎɍɆɜɎɎ ȴɇɠɋɊɎɓɋɓɓɡɛ ȳɆɜɎɏ)

Mission : To deliver innovative training and conduct research on knowledge systems 

to develop the capacity of beneficiaries in the fields of Environment; Governance;  

Peace- Security and Diplomacy

Offices: Geneva (HQ), New York and Hiroshima (Outposted Offices)
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What is UNOSAT?

The United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) Operational 

Satellite Applications Programme  (ȵɖɔɉɖɆɒɒɆ ȴɖɉɆɓɎɍɆɜɎɎ ȴɇɠɋɊɎɓɋɓɓɡɛ ȳɆɜɎɏ 

ɕɔ ɕɖɎɒɋɓɋɓɎɤ ɗɕəɘɓɎɐɔɈɔɏ ɎɓɚɔɖɒɆɜɎɎ Ɉ ɔɕɋɖɆɘɎɈɓɡɛ ɜɋɑɥɛ )

Mission : to deliver integrated satellite - based solutions for human security, peace 

and socio - economic development, in keeping with the mandate given to UNITAR by 

the UN General Assembly since 1963

Goal : to make satellite solutions and geographic information easily accessible to the 

UN, local governments, international organizations and NGOs who work at reducing 

the impact of crises and disasters and plan sustainable development
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UNOSATôs three main pillars

Humanitarian Emergencies and Human Rights -

UNOSAT Rapid Mapping

Training for local development - customized, 

from user - perspective

Capacity development ïlonger term projects 

providing benefits of satellite solutions to local 

governments



7UNOSAT Rapid Mapping

Rapid Mapping Service

UNOSAT is the main implementing agency within the UN for 

the International Charter ñSpace and Major Disastersò 

Mandated by UN OCHA to provide satellite imagery -based

products and services in support of the international

humanitarian operations

Technical team (GIS/RS - experts, cartographers . engineers,

geophysicists, agronomists and meteorologists)

Operational 24/7

Operational office in Geneva (CERN), Switzerland
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Rapid Mapping Activations

The rapid mapping service, launched in 2003 , has performed 174 mapping

activations, in more than 79 countries with a record of 46 in 2007 and 35 already in

2009

Since 2003: 950+ maps in support to humanitarian emergencies
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UNOSAT rapid mapping by type of 
emergency 2008 - 2009

UNOSAT Rapid Mapping
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UNOSAT integrated response model for humanitarian 
relief and development
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Satellite derived response mapping: complex 
emergency or major disaster 

Disaster/Conflict 
Impact

1-2 Days 5-10 Days 2-3 Weeks

Location maps Event extent maps Damage assessment maps

Timely delivery of accurate satellite derived Information 



Distribution mechanisms

Feeds: RSS (Really Simple Syndication) automatic feed with thematic and 

geographic parameters ïtype of event (for example flood) and country 

(for example Namibia). Automatically received by subscribers, for example 

OCHA VirtualOSOCC, UNICEF intranet .
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UNOSAT Rapid Mapping

WWW.UNOSAT.ORG

and Partner web - sites 

ReliefWeb (UN), 

AlertNet (NGOs),

Media (Examples: New 

York Times, Channel 4 

television, CNN)

E- mail postings to individual 

distribution lists (for example Asia 

only, Floods only, ... , General list)



Examples
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