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4th International Conference 

ĂEarth from Space ïthe Most Effective Solutionsò 

seen as an opportunity:

Áoverview of the Polish EO potential

Á stimulate international co-operation between 

different institutions involved in EO

Á last but not least ï

present examples of EO activieties :

IGIK-OPOLIS ïformer National RS Centre

and GEOSYSTEMS Polska, Ltd. 

(the first Polish company initially dedicated 

only to Ăgeoimagingò) 
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Subject matter limited to:

Earth Observation /Geographic imaging /Remote Sensing/ Photogrammetry 

in Poland

Ăéscience and art of turning air - or space borne imagery of the earthôs 

surface into valuable information, critical for GIS and mapping projects. 

Its main aim is to help organisations gather, manipulate, analyse, measure, 

visualise and integrate imagery and other geospatial information in two- and 

three-dimensional digital environment.ò

ÅPolish activities related to mapping and NSDI:

http://inspire.jrc.ec.europa.eu/reports/stateofplay2007/rcr07PLv92.pdf

ÅOnly overview ïnot complete reporté
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Historical backgroundïMILESTONES

Å1918 -1939 ï20 years

Å1939 -1989 - 50 years

Å1989 -2009 - 20 years

July 4, 1910 the International Society of Photogrammetry, now the International 

Society of Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing (ISPRS) was founded in Vienna 

on the initiative of Prof. Eduard Doleģal. 

The Societyôs centenary will be celebrated on July 4, 2010 at its origin, the Vienna 

University of Technology. The festivities include an extraordinary General 

Assembly, an Afternoon Celebration, and a Gala Dinner.

Poland ïmember of ISP since 1930
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1919-1939 - Military Institute of Geography (WIG) ï

ĂDuring 20 years the geographical service completed an immense 

task, impossible to compare with the duties of other military services. 

WIG not only supplied the army and the market with necessary maps, 

but also managed to create such a type of a map (a tactical map in 

the scale 1:100 000) that became a model for other geographical 

services in Europeñ 

Col. E. SobczyŒski (Chief of the Board of Military Geography and Topographic Service -1998-2006) in ĂThe 

Origins and Cartographic Work of the Military Institute of Geography in the Period between the World Warsñ ïin: 

Kartografia Wojskowa kraj·w strefy bağtyckiej XVI-XXw. ToruŒ, 1996

9 trangulation networks, 3 reference levels (Baltic, North Sea, Adriatic), different measurment units    

2 cadastral systems, limited number of experts trained in Germany, Austria and Russia

2 mln copies of topographic maps produced during the conflicts -1919-1920

482 sheets for the area of pre-war Poland were published, together with around 280 additional sheets 
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Interesting initiative in Ğ·dŦ
(City Council Act ïFeb. 26th, 1920) : 

Eng. Franciszek Walicki, organizer and 

head of the City Surveying Dept.)

The first Polish application of AP for 

urban studies.

1926 ïWarsaw - the first 

photogrammetric mission over so 

large urban area
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Academic world 1918-1939:

Two main academic centers:

Polytechnic of Lviw(prof. : B. PiŃtkiewicz, K. Weigel, E. Wilczkiewicz)

Polytechnic of Warsaw (prof. Marian Brunon Piasecki)

1925 - first professional photogrammetric  society ï

(training/production) - ĂAerofoto"   (initiative of prof. dr im. K. Weigel) 

1930 ïmemebrship of ISP,  Polish chairmen of commissionsé

1930 ïFOTO-LOT  (initiative of prof. Piasecki) 

1935 ïbegining of the Polish aerial archeology

(AP from kites, baloons and aircrafs)
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1939 ï1945é.                      WARSAW brigdes

Source: Luftwaffe ï24.09.1939 Source: Soviet Air Forces ï8.05.1945 
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